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- "wich WORSHIPFULL 


George Abbot To 


| High. Sheriff, of the. \ h wh 


COUNTY: 
JrDLCHA 


SIR, 
Did not expe&, when by y:xr Command 
I had preach'd this Sermon of Ol edi- 
"ence from the Pulpit, to have had ihe 
Point of my own Arguments twrn'd ſo ſar #j on 
my ſelf as to be oblig'd alſo 10 ſend it tothe Prets, 
in perfe® ſubmiſſion to your Authority, a d 
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my « own Doarins. But I was loath to enter 
4 Proteſtation againſt my: ſelf, and be the firſt 
that ſbauld refſt a Perſon ſo nuech above me, 


and that my ” bave an abſolute Power 0- 


Pai foc ch in ligations 
9 wnreaſo ble, © as*to 
be ſeech 7 Us — what you have been 


pleaſd to bring forth; ' ior- indeed am I much 
ſolicitows what fortyne I meet with, being ſa- 
tified, that no man can_hinder- me from ac- 
 quiring that end I propounded in the Pub ica- 
tion, which was  onely to teftifie what defe- 
rence | bear to your Commands, and that'by 
a more ſolemn notice, I might declare how 
much I am, 


d1IR, 


Your moſt humble Servant, 


THO. POMFRET. 
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W —_ e. mu feds be - ſuect, 
rs for wrath bur-alſo" "for 
0 Bt. 261 n5qq ( IE. 365 31 | 
NOY tt 29971! Jo zwel F 
IQ *7 
- HE Purit of 6 our if Relibiony _ 
17 the Excdlleney of: our Gorerty 
- ment,” together * with thea appt 
rent reaſonableneſs and utility, 
both of our Civit and Feclchaſtical-Laws, 
are'f0 viſble r&-any Subject; who! thall 
confider” ther” With-aii' hutnble/ and- ho- 
neſt mind, that'-6he would'think the ſu- 
preme Power - ſhould-ireceive no farther 
trouble frer the pripating ek wc ang 
wholefotne conſtitutions. i 
But then ; if to the woodnck and wif: 
dome of our'-Goyernours in preſcribing 
ſuch uſefull and &qual meaſures; we'con- 
{der that they are inthron'd by God's ap- 
pointment , and govern by his Power ; 
their commands receive from thence, all 


that force and- yeneration that Religion 
B can 
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SujeBion for Conſcience-ſake. 


can poſſibly adde ; becauſe not onely the 
fear of the Prince, but of God too be- 


comes the 
Ci air hey arg 
r CIQQIC, E | 
* $bex Ng the 


ppen = at \ 
(i _> of Princes in 
Laws of God, it is the oddeſt thing in all 


the. world 50 hear. men pretq4 
ſcienss. AgainfiothaariDyucy and t 
hc -Eaw-by grievous qut-cr! 
ſeditious Pamphlets, reaching the I- 
ſtrate; how; he ſhould: govern, whoa hols 
directing thery how, they: Cy1e 
not coatidering that, 1t is; mare M 
aris to doe their duty, and-obey - ny 
rather than t9;Þþe tull. of talk "age argun 
ment to-ceate faruples, jand, Hl che heads 
of their followers-with objections agan(t 
them. Thus mens minds are perplex't, 
and, the Goyernment 3, diſtuxb'ig, and 
C ouſcience which: is the greateſt! Obligation 
1n all the world to obcdience, as- it 1s or- 
der'd, 1s made the greateſt 0bjefion., . For 
you, mult - obey fr” Confcience-[ahg,, fays 
St. Paul; but if you have any-.Conkcr 
ence 


th - 
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enac; ou\ma(t” nbsiobey> its} iy vut-wed 

TIT To: daveming':rhitrefore; "vþis 

great Caſc'I ſhall jndeavour three ching $. 
1 Tg 3 D0L3HDT DING Gt./)fl: JQUr 17S 

S' Todettleobedinicexo humane Lails 

"—_ the 'rwo ſahRions: of: the'Text, 

the” fear of Wrath , and: the: oblige 


tion of Conſcience. 4 
+1]. 4:ſhafl givo what anſwer 1: ecrable, 
-::t0:ſomecof . choſe! obgettions-. which 
- -are»iufually;i offer dro : oy uh 
1299?  Onfares (that'G8/igation. i: 
3 Thi. ddl :ctmiider hendergarfelbfi Conſe 
:[&hkce [how tar: tought ro; bc wii 
.ted31 cl3 WL 901) x; 
251211 213. 40t J0f1 bs gw Pals. 
EO firſt ubdtreaking wat: hs 'fp 
ferts :phediezoe.toithe. Laws; wpon 'the: pro- 
pier $anZrons-of tr, mcntion'd .m- the Toxr, 
the foavitf avah,ahdihe. 90 m_ 
foienct ''(Fhenont is: man's, the | 
God's' Fear of ' wrath: is .rhat band of 
Obedienge which:humant:Power 'adds to 
hedewe For-zhou tntheres a baſenck 
in; ciſobedionce;, which all 1good men 
hate , and all wiſe mew'condemn ;- be- 
caulc :1t' ps! an enemy-to” order and do- 
xt; B 2 ſtructive 
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fractive of! peace; \ands Sharty oVetoths 
I ng: enough tooblige of ic 
ſelt;-bccauſe ſome peopk: ky aſide all na- 
tural goodneſs and juſtice ; therefore to 
all: Lawscit:3 acccary-therd; ſhould be a 
punilſhmicit) annex'd,! the 1fcar ob-/which , 
1s:t0r]reſtran' men, fromi doing againſt the 
Law. 98403 10 01013 

, »[dcmmutT canfeds; hoſer ren fire[!rio. very 
Sod: Subjefts,. who. obey rondy:to avoid 
the penalty ; therefore) it/i$:made: the cha- 
racter iatigi\bafe:r Hifpolation» th: Forbcar 
tranfg nd y:ovutafa ſlain dppre- 
henhan: ofthe! gonſequent!.evil ; bur Sr. 
Paul ſaid, that the Law, thati1s;, the 
threatning was made, not for the righte- 
ous; but;for the: wicked:; For fa;long as 
— (Pry yang re gh in 
dong; al, and':hadi no defigns againſt 
colximueritbonttty [ahd; juſtice; ns. Was 
no:nted rdfarbid any thing upon the ac+ 
count: of fear, for a+ good man will' ab- 
Rain from» all... unnghteons practices } 
abough there were :nochpenal Laws. lima 
Cammonrweilth;'-; But then ſormei'men 
baving: rasd;out.:all-natutal Principles; 
Governments were;tareid to; ſapor! wy 
5004-1175 e 4 thc 
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the dread-of ;puniſhment; not that the 
Laws-thtended to doe any evil, but that 
Princes themſelves and their Subjefts , 
ſhould: .not ſuffer any evil by. the diſo- 
bedient and unjuſt, Far that by fear the 
malice of ill men be reſtrain'd, and miſ- 
chief. prevented to communuitics, 1s the 
end of all, penal Laws,. and the: purpoſe 
of authority. - So; that, wicked mcn mak- 
ing | penal Laws neccflary, they are juſt 
roo, upon the ſame- account ; becauſc 
without compulſion ic is. no, Law, and 
without Law -there- could . be no, ſociety, 
men! having..laid aſide: all ingenuity and 
goodneſs, and would be herds of. Wolves, 
ahd:Tiygers but for a power above them: 
-: I-need not; therefore ſpend time, ta 
prove cither that the Magiſtrate . has a 
power ta, make Laws: penal,. or thar it 1s 
lawful; to execute. them., when. . made ; 
St, Paul having dctermin'd both theſc caſes' 
in this Chapter of the Text moſt clearly : 
For having firſt rcſoly'd Magiltracy to be. 
the: ordinance of. God; he then affirms 
the ſupreme Power ta have. a, fword in his 
hand,, wluch .he. does not bear, m,yau 
bug 16,15 Yan i the Prince can ke no, 

>rits | aws 
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Laws/to reftrain, 'or has tn power/to pus 
niſh/ evil : and therefore he addgtecaule 
of that power of puniſhing, he that tranſ- 
grefles the Law, which he- calls. doing c- 
vil; oughr alſo'to- fear. - And of hinwelt 
when he was accuſed of a capital crime, 
he declares, that if he had done 'azy thing 
wortby- of death he- refu&d':not; to: die, he 
neyer queſtion'd the power, nor-ſpake ©- 
vil of the. Government, but onely! pro- 
teſted-his innocency. IC 

-'This Jeind"'cpidene, I hall :eave'xt to 
ftand by ts- own Rrength'; and ſhall ta- 
ther indeavour to'remove- a great miſtake 
taken up by our rranſgreſſors--of - the 
Laws, which is this; they think, though 
they break the Law, 'yet it when they'can- 
not avoid 1t; they zndergo the-puns/bmext, 
they reckon themſelves people- of a-very 
good <onfcience, though they remain 1n 
the tranſgreſſion. Now this concert I the. 
rather ſhall inquite tb, becauſt it ſcems 
ro be dire&ly-yppofite'40- the Texe, - Ie 
quiring Obedience #9 onety foriwrath, bat- 
alfo for *Conſtienceſtbe. ' ſhall take. leave! 
therefore to afſert'thar the rranſgreſſors of' 
the Law, though'they Have ndur'd theipw-/ 


niuſhment 


= 


mukment, yer arc nor diſcharg in Cone 


{cxnce, until they repent alſo the: trank 
grefſion.,, And. thas 1 preſume wHl,,be & 
vident i&,we.confider bur two.thingp ; the 
Nature of the Laws which are broke ; and 
the Rule of the Text for their obſeryation. 

Firft, It we, wn to the Lays her 
ſelves, they are: not Laws purely penal ; 
but ſuch arc call'd mixt penal Laws ;-that 
is, when with the duty commanded, 
there is a-penalcy annexed upon .the not 
performing of it. As to inſtance in one 
or all; there is a Law requiring all per- 
ſons. to hear divine ſervice eyery Lord's 
day, which; beſides that. it- 1s: a duty of 
Religzon, 1s. requir'd to be perform'd of 
every Subject under ſuch a penalty. Now 
here the jntention of the Law 1s, that all. 
ople doe their duty, and. it 1s not faty(- 
ed un 1ts defign, unkſs the duty be per- 
form'd; for the Law makes no conditt- 
ons for diſobedience, that you may ſtay 
at. home, ſo you pay your money ;, nor 
is the penalty added to make the Subject 
poorer, but better; and tor fear to keep 
him in obcdience. - So that he who trant- 


erclles the Law 1s punih'd for doing cval, 


and. 
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and for the fame' reaſon;; 'eyen after en- 


during the puniſhment, he is bound to re- 
pent-and doe ſo-no more;' becauſe every 
breach' of a' Good Law's a'Sin againſt 
God, and that is not to be bought off 
with money ; nor 1s the offence taken a- 
way 4n the Court of Confcience, - by ex- 
changing it into a-Shilling. -- © 
pak} . We are to conſider-the Rule 
of the Text, in which it is ſaid we are 
to obey-not onely- for fear of wrath, but alſo 
for - Conſcience-ſake. But therefore if ſuf- 
fering the puniſhment did fatisfie the Law, 
how can we be ſaid to be bound to obe- 
dience by the tyes of Conſcience ? - Bur 
if that be oblig'd, then the offender can 
never be diſcharg'd but by repenting of 
the crime, and obeying the Law ; for no 
man's Conſcience can be fet right bur by 
returning to his 'duty. And that this 
may be the better underſtood, I ſhall re- 
preſent to you humane Laws with thar 
Sanction which God 'has added, and ſhow 
ou we are to obey for Confcience-ſake. 
This appears ft ; becauſe the Power 
by which the Prince makes Laws 1s giy- 
cn him from God. There 1s no power 


but 
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but from him, the powers that be are or- 
dained of God, Rom. XIII. 1. lr 1s all one 
who commands, God or the King, for it 
is the 'power. of God in the Prince: The 
original Authority of making Laws, to 
direct our Manners and Religion 1s in 
God ; but then .becauſe he ſpeaks unto'us 
not always by himſelf, but ſometimes by 
the Magiſtrate, who has a power derived 
from him, we arc to receive it as ſpake 
by God himſelf; and as to obedience, it 
is as obliging if he commands by Proxic, 
as 1f he ſpake in perſon. The way of 
delivering Laws _ no difference; the 
| power 15 here onely to be confider'd : and 
it being by -God's' authority the Prince 
conſtitutes, for that reaſon we are bound 
to obedience. So that though the ſu- 
preme power .of making Laws binding 
the Conſcience is in God , yet ſince he 
has inſtated the Magiſtrate with this pow- 
cr, it is binding upon the account. of its de- 
rivation;” becauſe it: 1s God's power 1n his 
Miniſter. 
This will be the more apparent if we 
adde to it in the ſecond place, that the 
power of puniſhing .1n the. Magiſtrate: 1s 

C from 
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from God. Vengeance is mine, ſays God, 
and when the ſupreme power puniſhes, 
he 1s but the Avenger of God's wrath, 
ſaid St. Paul, This 1s it which our ho- 
ly Lord confirmed when he faid unto 
Pilate, thou couldſt have no power unleſs it 
were given thee from above. Therefore we 
muſt attend che conſequence. It God pu- 
niſhes when the wi a_g CXCCUtES, It 
will follow alſo, that he is offended when 
the Law is broke; and that every tranf- 
greſſion of an humane ordinance 1s a v1- 
olation of our Duty to God: he is the 
perſon firſt injur'd, and puts accordingly 
a Sword into the Magiſtrate's hand to rc- 
venge it upon the Criminal. For where 
there 1s an offence againſt God, -as there is 
inthe breach of all juſt Laws, there the Con- 
ſcience 15 concern'd ; the one 15 the demon- 


_—_— of rhe _ =_ s the rcaſan 
that St. Peter eftabliſhes Subjection upon 
that intereſt which God himſclf has :n the 
duty, Obey every ordinance of man for the 
Lord's ſake. It 1s as neceſlary, and as pi- 
ous, has in it the ſame reaſon, and t 

ſame rcligion, it 1s bound upon us with 


the ſame excellency, and the fame rc- 
wards ; 
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wards; nay and diſobedience to humane 
commands, 1s threatned with the ſame 


puniſhment as to the Laws of God ; they Ron. 1s. >. 


that reſift ſhall find to themſelves damnation. 
Thus therefore I find conſented to by 
moſt, that the Magiſtrate has the power 
of puniſhing ; onely fome are pleas'd to 
grant it-with this reſtriction ; that it is 
onely for the breach of ſuch Laws, that 
cither in words, or ſenſe, are contain'd in 
the Divine Commandments. For they 
ſuppoſe the Prince to be incompetent to 
make any Laws at all in indifferent things, 
ſuch as God has left wholly uncommand- 
ed; which opinion, the Fi conſequences 
from it, wilt be ſufficient to overthrow. 
For this in the firſt place takes away the 
whole power of Princes. Secondly, it 
makes their care and their prudence al- 
moſt uſeleſs; if no new proviſions can 
be made for new neceſſities, if no reſpect 
muſt be had to times and places, to cuſ- 
toms'and opinions; but all people muſt 
be govern'd alike, without any confidera- 
tion to the expediency or uſcfulneſs of 
things. And /a/tly, no Governments ſhall 
have any power to P_ rules of = 
2 cr 
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der to their pcople, but they may live at 
random and in confuſion ; and all parties 
that pretend Scripture for ther rule, ſhall 
{ct up for themſclyes, and make their-hu- 
mours ( which they call their Conſcien- 
ccs) to be the Standard both of the 
Prince's power, and of their own duty. 
W hich conſequences becauſe they are not 
to be indurd, we muſt give to every 
Common-wealth its own juſt power, to 
govern their own concerns by what: mca- 
ſures they themſelves think  firteſt., - Þhis 
all Communities and Churches do require 
and practiſe. And indeed though at the 
firſt, it had been no great matter whether 
ſome Laws had been made; yet when 
they are made, it 1s ſome matter-that they 
be kept; then it 1s that the .Conſcience 1s 
concern'd. | C9933 21em 

But becauſe the 1gnorant, and the ſtubr 
born, will yet pretend Conſcience againſt 
obcdience, cxpreſly againſt the doctrine 
of. the Text; and think their Reaſons to 
be ſufficient to bear them' out; and there- 
tore may be apt to clamour it their ar- 
guments.cannot be heard, and fairly con- 
tiderd ; I muſt enter upon. my oy 

teas 
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task = will. be to, give. you, an,account 
of ſome of thoſe things that are brought 
forth ro_deliyer the Fonfcarnce from the 
obligation, that] Y, Pp Io | ft humane 
Laws, , together hay at ray, be. fad, 1 0 
anſwer to.them ; and th hen n leave You. to. de- 


termine. for or a ainft, Authority, .as 3 
tall, tz muych laps Tk Foe 
weght) an. 46 e Nos co: 2 
I Ir; Gidog, FRA OT is ro 
fore ini pEcp FG n{cieng Foes 
onely can ogk 1ntg be mind, ee into 
the, faules and; Ot 's Prevaricaions 


And og Perel9es =, Authori; 
x: With. <p Bt 6 1ncormpe: 
te ney... of #1 be Fanny 
take . notice of . the; gt 4. Fouk 
fo al. ſur ation * fight and 
Apearnd ing ji tbe -Gveregny of 


Tha; 


" I anſwer, We do jak chat God alone 


has.\the Royalty He ous 
then it muſt \ Fe that os 


power which he has: over the. TI 
docs alſo bind it;to the abſcrvation of hu-, 
mane Laws. For we do not pretend; thar, 
c 
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the Laws of men bind it Y their ow: 
ſtrength, but that 1t is bound to obey by 
the command of God. So that his So- 
vercignty' is not in the leaſt diminiſh'd} 
bur'the more cftabliſ'd, becauſe we ſay 
that hamane Laws could have no- obliga- 
tion upon the Conſcience f 1t were not 
by God's appointment. Nor'is 4t need- 
tull as the objection does ſuppoſe, that 
the Sovereign power ſhould inſpect mens 
Zonſcignces, in order to their obligation, 
becaife God: who" can fearclt meq them 
has 'alrcady ' boun&” them. The Prmie 
gives but the marter, and the inſtances of 
obedience, God: Jays on the compulſion. 
And' indecd* the true ſtating of the que- 
ftion' would - haye been fufficient to this 
objection ; for though we affirm that hu- 
mane Laws arc jc upon the Conſcience, 
yet 'we: do not fay bY humane power ; 
the Conſcience is God's Seryant, and he 
binds it. And this anfwers what St. Paul 
reaches in the Text, that we muſt needs be 
fubjeft, not onely for wrath, but alſo for Con- 
ſcience-ſake ; that 1s, for fear of God's dif- 
pleafure who has bound the Conſcience to 


CITCC. 
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It is urged ſecondly: that to allow hu- 
mane Laws to oblige the Conſcience, is 
to give up the rights and libernes of Chri- 
ſtians into the diſpoſe of humourſome 
and tyrannical Princes ; and contrary 
both to our prudence and duty ; and 
therefore 1t 15. both folly and treachery ro 
become:the ſervants of nacn. 

\ To this 1 reply, though this looks like 
a very pretty Argument, yet the whole 
thing 1s not at_all to: the purpoſe. For 
We. are at: no controverſic,: whether it 
be not a part of Chriftan lberty that 
the Conſcience be bound by none bur 
God ; that:;matter_ 1s. 'rcadily yielded 
them; and-we:do acknowledge:that when 
humane Laws are made, if it was not for 
the will of God commanding our obedi- 
ence, 'the Conſctence was purely at Irber- 
ty. But-then at 15-40 be added, that when- 
ever Laws are made, a neceflity then is 
introduc'd n the Conſcience ; becauſe 
God,who! be Lord of ut has ſubjected it, 
when he ſaid, obey every ordinance of man 
for the Lord's ſake. Nay and St. Peter 
who underſtood well cnough how far we 
;ght appeal to Chriſtian bberty againſt 


obedience 


Subje&ton fer Gonſeiente-ſake. 
: obedicnce: expreſly: rells-us, that wei mkuſt 
| not- pretend> 1t upon the baſer deſign rof 
carrying an Sedition; or. Schiſm,. or Rehel- 
15. Gorby:atrorr fo doth 03 on eh?! 
- And therefore it-is by no means to! be 
indur'd, that. Chriſtian liberty ſhould be 
ſer up to. deſtroy Chriſtian: Kings, and'the 
freedoms of .Conſcienter run out to bf 
centiouſneſs of practice ;. and becauſe bur 
Conſciences: arc not the ſervanty of -rhe 
Prince, therefore: weour felves neither; will 
bccome his ſubjects? : Qur mans are free, 
therefore our” mouths ,.- and 'ipens;,':and 
actions muſt beſo too; as if Chriſtian, 
if and Libertine,-were terms equivalent, and 
Chriſtian mmuwnity:were a roleration' to 
deſtroy all-civility, and :government, and 
peace; and , humanity. -- But 1s there no 
way i for Chriſtians to: maintain their 11- 
berty but:by-entring upon: the-rights and 
prerogatives of Kings ? And'-1s Chriſtian 
a ſo much altogether within the in 
Ccloſure'vf the Subject, that the:Prince!has 
hot alſo his ſhare- in it ? Or- muſt 'the ; 
'R free-born Subje&t break 4n upon the {| 
| Birth-rights and Liberties of *the Crown, }] 
and vs it to ſubmiſſion-and lavery, 
that 


? 
% 


| that God 11s to be-obey'd, and not man. 
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that the humourſome Chriſtian may - cn. 


joy, what he, js pleas'd to call lis, Chriſtian 
liberty-2;Ghri/t gave,not his bleyd fotglis 
end, por did he make a purchaſe of-a 416 
obedient, and gain-ſaying people ;-.and-as 
He hynfelf fer up no, pretences from God 
againſt,the Rights of Ceſar; bur detgrngiy 
ned to each their proportions! of - Juſtice; 
and-:Obedience ; ſo he intended, by | his 
Death, and Doctrines, Precepts, and ; Ex- 
amples, to' render Chriſtians, megek!;,,and 
humble, durifull and ſubnuſhve ; and: be 
confident no man can be God's ſervant; 
unleſs he-þe alſo.a good Subject... . 

- 'Thexe. 48 one; prerence yet; behind,” that 
has if ita great decal of clamour, and does 
moſt of all cofen. our peope; and thart 1s 
this. ,, When the. Magittrate, or the Mini- 
fters of Religion,call upon them to. obey 
the Laws, why'God forbid but they ſhould ; 
they are as ready as any to doe that, fo far 
as;they arc,g00d, and juſt; and agreeable, 
to-the word of God. But what at, they, be 
againſt the word of God ? what then? why 
then,. no man calls upon them to. obey. 
For; in this, we all agree in one Reſolumog, 


then 


* 


— 


Bur 
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then as thr caſc is handled, all our diſobe- 
diene people get out at this. door : for the 
whok Rowbt Diſſenters, all of theni with 
one mouth declate againſt our Laws, that 
they are not agreeable to the Word of God. 
And this 15 their ſtaple objetion, by which 
the” trade- of Faction' is driven, and their 
Parties are kept tip, and their diſobedichice 
is defended, and they reckon themſelves 
then beſt of all to follow their confeien- 
ces, when they'moſt of all break the Laws.” 

tis methinks f#f of all a hirle odd; that 
theſe people: of ſuch different perſualſions, 
as to moſt things elſe; ſhould have their 
Conſciences ſor cxattly fer to oppoſe the 
Government.” To an mdifferent mari there- 
fore, who hcars the our-cryes; and ſees the 
ured endeavours badkofiths Papi, and 
Difentey, to deſtioy or Chtizch; ir looks 
mote ike a Confederacy? than a ſcruple. 
But if it be; as they pretend, a diflatisfacti- 
on. of- mind ;-1t 1s yet to be conlider'd, 
That all thele Parties do-admit, that indeed 
they are to- obey the Laws for Conſcience- 
fake, unkeſs the Law it ſelf be agamit the 


Confcience, as that 1s inſtructed bythe 
Word' of God. Now here are two things 


Oo 
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to be- done. ; To underſtand: ;fs/t,;of all, 


what» Conſcience truly 1s, and not run 
themſelves out of breath, and the Laws 
out of countenance, with words and iricks. 
The ſecond thing ſhould | be to. produce 
plain, and evident Texts of Scripture, to 
which our Laws arc contrary. Our duty 
that 1s made calic and famular, and no- 
thing can be ſaid with more authority, 
or plainneſs, than what St. Paul has taught 
in the 137 of the Romans to c{tabliſh our 
Duty :;; but diſobedience. TY Wxrapt up in 
notions; and- noiſe, and amuſements ;: for 
the Teachers are afraid they ſhall loſe their 
.Herds, and therefore they keep up Con- 
ſcience in a continual Fermeng; for if they 
once 'depart:;from that word, a fair way 
is made for Obedience, and the Dagor of 
the Separation is falles,. and the craft by 
which they.get thar wealth is diſcoyer'd ; 


-for they know too well, that the ſame 
ſtrings do both open, and tye up, mens 
-Conlciences, and their Purſes. 


But :the:Pcople arc all this while abu- 
ſed ; and the whole thing 1s a_queſtion 


of Dominion, Whether the Laws or theſe 
-Preachers; nawlt- OP the Conſcicnce.; 


2 and 
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andthe quarrel "is not fo much-between 
Contormuy and Conſcience, -as between 
their Leaders, and the Government. And 
yer "if -the'ipretence. be  Confcicace, we 
Houlddoewell co give over-our Revilings, 
and fupp#lc at lealt thus far 1n tavour of 
the--Magiſtrate. | That he may think his 
Conſotnce-as tightly an{tructcd to require 
obedience, ws:they-think' their:Confſciences 
directed to-difobey.” Certainly the Prince 
muſt hayeas-much Right to uſe his own 
meaſurep-1ri/ preſcribing to the. Conſcience 
of his Sabjz:ets;/us to'prattice, -as they can 
have to ſet up- their practices againſt the 
Law ; .and' no Magiſtrate can with fafety, 
or fatisfa&tion, ' guided iis own mind, that 
ſhall conmipoſe his Laws to fir only with 
other mens. - And if the humour of any 
| one Party ſhall be a licenſe for their diſo- 
bedience, -all diſagreeing Perſuations- will 
| — put uri for the ſame Privilege ; and forthe 
Magiſtrate ſhall make Laws to be obey'd 
by who will, and he muſt alter-his Deter- 
minations, as oft as-a\new Conſcience ſhall 
be ſtarted. _ il | 
Some men are of ſhort underſtandings, 
:and - others lye under: great: projudices, 


they 
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they have weak heads, and firong necks, 
and ſome'play upon you with the word 
Conſcience, but deſign, and intereſt, are 
under the diſguiſe. Now if the Magi- 
{trare's conſcience muſt be condemn'd ro 
obſcrye all the humours of hor and craſy 
heads, you may as well- make him the 
Maſter of the Hoſpitals and the Bedlam ; 
and bid hiny ler [all his:people run to Ie- 
pfoſic and madneſs, without controul, or 
cure, And for the other, the defigaing, 
and intriguing-conſcience z-1t the! Prince 
muſt not 'moleſt that,” he delivers up Ins 
people to craft and violence; and ſuch 
men as have no conſciences of their own, 
ſhall ruine a State and Church, b! work- 
mg upon other 'mens. © 'And: therefore it 
1s better: that the Magiſtrate keep his 
own conſcience, and look to the Govern- 


ment 3 tor certainly mens perſuaſions are 


not to be let alone, to doe miſchief, and 
deſtroy the peace. And if they will in- 
joy their conſciences, ter them doe it with- 
out calling the people into Convenrictes, 
and making f{cditious Orations, to bring 
the Laws-1nto contempt;--and the. people 
into. ſuſpicions, to trouble mens minds, 
Loa to 
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to diſhonour the Wiſedom of Parliaments, 
and deſtroy both our quiet, and our obe- 
dience. Some mens opinions, and other 
mens intereſt, 1s the conſcience . they ſo 
much talk of ; and then it 15: no wonder 
at all, they cannot for their hearts obey, 
when they themſelves are ſetting up for 
ſuperiority. But to thoſe, /aftly, that are 
ſeduced, the Magiſtrate would be pati- 
ent, and the Laws tender, ſuppoſing that 
they remain at home, and arc humble, 
and willing to be inſtructed ; : but if they 
will remain .1gnorant, and iftuþborn,, the 
Laws are not to be ſuſpended, becauſe 
ſome men want wit, and others modeſty, 
and will think as they liſt, and do as they 
pleaſe. The Prince -muſt not be Lord 
over” our-minds, but I hope he may re- 
ſtrain our actions, nay, though they have 
upon them the pretence of Religion; tor 
we have known heretofore what practi 
ces have aſlum'd to themſelyes the title of 
God's Cauſe. Theſe, I hope, are not to 
be uſed with the Game tenderneſs and 
caution. This puts me upon the. third 
and /aft Punorls of my Text. 
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ITI. To conſider how far tendernefs of 
Conſcience ought to ' be admitted, There 
are a fort of people that have no great 
matter to ſay againſt the Laws, but they 
have a great many ſcruples againſt Obe- 
dience. Thefe are fuch as arc pleasd to 
give themſelyes the Character of men of 
tender minds. To theſe people, 1 ſhall 
only ſay, that, ff, if tenderneſs of mind 
does procced from not underitanding the 
true nature, or juſt limits, and adequate 
rules of Conſcience, then theſe ſort of 
men are to look upon the Laws as their 
| beſt Guide, and Chriſtian Princes as their 
ftaircſt Inſtructors; Children are not to 
chooſe their duty, but to obey their Pa- 
rents ; and of all things in the world, ig- 
norant people are not to be left to them- 
{clvcs, not to fer up ſcruples againſt Obe- 
dience, but taught what they are to doe, 
ind kept out of harms way. +. 

Bur 1n the- ſecond place, 1f tenderneſs of 
mind does proceed from the 1l] diſpoi- 
tion of /t, and men .canmot reconcile 
their duty, with-thair intercit ;. why then 
indeed, our Statc - Phyſicians nautt cure 

It, 
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it, as they can, by gentle Application, or 
ſcycrer Remedies; as the .diſtemper .1s.11ot 
ſo hurttull;: or 'as it 1s ulcerous, and;'1n} 
vcterate. But ſome mens tenderneſs -15 
ſhrewdly to be ſuſpected, when it ſhall 
be: conkder'd 5 that moſt - of thoſe things 
tor which they - ſo! earneſtly contend a- 
gainſt the Laws, do evidently ſerve the 
ends of money and ' ambition, and have 
greater deligns upon. riches and power , 
than heaven, or the ſouls of their Profe- 
lytes. 

And let the indifferent . and uncon- 
cern'd part of the world determine; :when 
men ſhall cry out tenderneſs of mind a+ 
gainſt the Prince's Laws, and have no 
tenderneſs at all for: his Perſon ; when 
they ſhall ſcruple-:hw!'Commands , - buc 
make no ſctuple' to: invade his. Rights; 
when they themſelves: cannot kneel at the 
Communion , and . yet ſhall make- their 
King kneel to a Block:;| when they ſhall 
indeavour to ſet up Chriſt's Kingdom, 
only as a pretence to pull: down Cſar's, 
and: make way tor: itheiri-unlinmed Ufur- 
pations ; when 1t ſhall '/bei.no Treafon toi 
tight againſt the King . -*r no 'Sacrilege 
7) 
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to make themſelves rich with Church- 
Plate, and Church-Revenues ; every man 
in theſe caſes, can fee with half an 
eyc, that tenderneſs of mind can have 
no gaod meaning, and the Laws muſt 
not be over-born by ſuch men of craft 
and violence. 

And in fine ; becauſe on all hands it is 
agrecd that true tendernefs of mind does 
confiſt in rwo things. To fcruple 'the 
leaſt fin, and not to give the leaſt of- 
fence ; It ſhould be confider'd- in the firf 
place, that we have no law, m the obed;- 
ence to which, we can be ſaid to tranf- 

es any Divine appointment ; and there- 
Rive it muſt not be faid, that any man 
difobeys out of tenderneſs of confcience, 
unleſs the thing commanded were con- 
- rrary to Divine inſtitution. And ſecord- 
ly ; ſince tenderneſs of mind does conſiſt 
in being wary of giving the leaſt offence, 
' certainly in this affair our Goyernours are 
much :concern'd ; and our tender men 
might:conſider; thar it 1s no ſmall ſcan- 
dal to bring the Laws into contempt, and 
by Petitions and Appeals, by — 

þ E am- 
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Pamphlets, by private Whiſpers, and pub- 
lick Calumnies , to _— the: King, 
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commanding unequa 
things. 1-2 
And fince as the caſe 1s handled; a fcan- 
dal muſt light ſomewhere, ' cicher upon 
our wiſe Governours, or our miſſcad 
People ; , the: modeſt-and the humble will 
preſume for the Laws, and take'care for 
their 'Duty ; and not comply with thoſe 
that are train'd up under oppoſition, and 
hatred, to all that arc above: thent. : 
_ And- the: truth 1s, theſe:tender imen are 
ſo much the worſe to. be lik'd , becauſe 
ſome; of their own —_—_ » I might 
fay, ſome of their very ſelves; notwith- 
ſtanding their tenderneſs of Conſcience, 
in, ſome diſputable Points, relating to Ce- 
remonies,and Modes of; worſhip'; did yet 
commur ſuch horrid things both againſt 
divine, and humane Laws, that no Age, 
nor no People, though the moſt ſavage, 
can, produce the Iike. Bur: ſtill if you 
will-not admit of: theſe mens' motions for 
Reformation ; nor hear their pleas for 
Peace z- nor tolerate their Separation; nor 


423, ſufter 


and unneceſlary 
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ſufter them to muſter in their Conventi- 
cles, till by a Curſe ye Meroz, they haye 
form'd their followers to give Battel tg 
the wicked ; why then good men !: pre- 
ſently their Conſciences are troubled , 
and a great Afﬀiction 1s upon their 
minds ; for the Laws fit yery uneaſie 


- upon thoſe mens ſhoulders, where ſtub- 


bornneſs and intereſt do influence the diſ- 
obedience. _ | 


; I [OA done with the Text ; I ſhall or 
our. Patience, to apply it to this 
ho Sl this Aſembly. | 
mY 21;0817 £ 
x. Since God - has bound Obedience 
upon us by his expreſs command , ler 
us as St. Peter directs us, obey every Or- 
dinance -of- man-for - the' Lord's ſake. Let 
us not turn our Religion into Diſpura- 
tions, and ſeek out Arguments againſt 
our Duty, -nor find out excuſes to cover 
our evil Purpoſes. . Obedience would be 
a very cafie performance to a Chriſtian, 


it he did not intangle himſelf with nice- 
tics, and. ſcruples ; but it would agree 
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| better with our Name and Profeſſion, to 


be humble-and modeſt, diſpute leſs, and 
obey more. | For: Obedience 1. a part of 
our Religion, if we may belicye the Text ; 
but it is a moſt unworthy rhiag, and the 
moſt abominable Hypocrifie - to fer up 
Religion againſt Obedience, - and brin 
forth Conſcience againſt our duty ;' whic 
if we have any conſcience, we arc bound 
to perform. | 

2. Becauſe we are under Government, 
and in focicty with our Prince, and one 
another ; therefore we are to conlider the 
honour and benefit. of the Publick ; 6 
lay afide our Factions, and private In- 
ecreſts, and make the fame Laws. our 
common meaſures, becauſe they equally 


defend all our Lives, and eſtabliſh our 


Eſtates, and preſerve \ our Peace, ſettle 
our Properties, and maintam our Reli- 
gion ; and do as much confirm our owr 
Liberties, as the King's Prerogatives. 

3. Since God has oblig'd the Confer 
ence to obcy the Laws, becauſe the Prince 
is his Miniſter ; we are to conſider Magj- 
ſtrates under that facred Character, —_ 
G 
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God has given then, when he ſaid, they ?/. 82.6. 


are God's. They arc his Vicegerents, and 
wernuſt recerve thar commands, with the 
ſame readineſs and purpoſes of obedience. 
And though we may think ſome things 
which they, preſcribe, are nor neceſſary z 
&] oÞtdience'is ; ard it ' is trot Ao-mivich 
Qvexcellency of the thing, as'the Autho- 
rity: which commands, that we are to 
cotifider. And be confident there is no 
Each, nor Nation in the*world; bur 'con- 
eetitious men may quarrel *their Con- 
ftitutions. But what then ? muſt the 
pecyth Subject be tolerated 1h every 
thihg' he 15 pleas'd to find faults with ? 
then all Goyeriyments are precarious, arid 
at the will of "the People; and if the 
Prince will take *Objections inſtead of 
Obedience, and cafe Bis:People in all choſe 
things againſt which' they cati find an ar- 
ment, he may eaſily conclude by what 
as been,” what -will be again ; Remur to 
them bur one Law or two, and they will 
make a Breach upon all the reſt. Ir is 
better therefore that the Subject be taught 
to ftudy their troubtkſome Opinions _ 
3a all 
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and Obedience more, not ſo. much to 


keep up Parties, and - promote ftrifes;, as 
Peace -and; Unity,  Charity,jand jObedir 
BCG, boo to: ori is fg ebegtt en ors 
-»4- I ſhall not be-ſo vain to offer any 
Adyice, to my Lords, the, Judges : They 
themclyes know. very. welly-Biat 16 » PFE7 
vent, farcher- Schiſm 4n- the ;Ghurch, and 
Sedition-in the! State, we mult bring-all 
our trifling -contentions, and relighqus 
quarrels,to|lze. determined by the am For; 
tor ought; |that-I can ſee,, men-will. wranz 
gle pzrpetually, and they will be always 
confident; and , cyery., man wilt think-.y 

hard ;to-!lay down, his - Opinions, |at.,ths 
King's; feet 3 but therefore -they'. mult 
be brought to lay down their practy- 
CCS, as Fa ſhall, requure them.  ,For. wg 
are. all ;agredd that Aongs.: and, {urltas, 
ments; can make-xhat:;Laws they think 
beſt; and when, the Prince , cither by, 
Them, or by his Judges, has declar'd 
his.-will by the Law ;, or his meaning 

in it, here one would think -1t,. neccl- 
fary that all Pcoples- hands, and. tongues 
ſhould . be tycd:.up> that they neither 
br..k ſpeak, 
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ſpeak, nor--doe.,cvil to-,the- Lawt,And 
if any man. ſhall obje&, - that - the Go- 
vernment has. not obſcry'd right, and 
juſt meaſures/'in; us, /Conſtirations:;.- be- 
ſides, that this, .cenſurg- does, arife from 


Pride, and will go forth into.,Fadtion; 
My Lords the Judges, 1 hope;, will;quaſh 
the . Inditement , ., and. , give; ':ſcatende .. for 
the King. For He can, have ino: ends, 
but thoſe. of Peace, and Religion ; He 
has the ' Advantages; | of, , his own Pru- 
dence, and,, the! ,waſeſt,,Neliberations ; 
He . proceeds | ——_ .to;the.: former 
Laws, and, the, ſame , Scxipturcs, and 
unites. to his own, the Wiſedom of the 
Narion..,, And, aftes; all;:this, muſt 'pri: 
yate mens, Opinaqns; conteſt, with pubs 
lick Reſolutions ?.. and the men of de- 
ſign be; endur'd to. bring the Laws in- 
to Contempt, and the, Nation , into di- 
ſturbance, to deſpiſe. Dominions , and 
ſpeak evil of the Prince This is no 
way of Peace, nor, Sobriety.; nor can 
cycr {cttle us: nothing . can doe. that, 


but Obedience. 
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And therefore'? hope - my © Lords, the 
Frdges, will bring all our Peoplc to the 
Laws, and a Conformity to the Efta- 
bliſ'd Religion ; that ſhall confirm our 
qmer, und our tranquillity ; for no- men 
give difturbance to the State, but ſuch 
as depart from our Church. For as it 
is Religion thar muſt make our Nation 

cat and profperous, fo 'it 1s the; trucſt 
neereſt of it, to keep our People to' an 
Union in it :* conſidering how fevercly 
we have ſmarted ymder ' the Factrons, - 
and Hypocriftes of thoſe men; that: were 
the Cauſers. of our Diviſions. © And Se- 

ration 1s therefore the more intolcra- . 

le, becaufe Rehgions Opinions, and 
Practices contrary .to the Law, have not 
only an influence upon the mind ; but 
the Preachers alfo can lead their Profe- 
| ws , to what place, or againſt whon 
they pleaſe ; for whocver 15 a Guide 79 
Conſciences, may be a Captain of their 
Marches. That no man then'be ſuffer'd 
to put an Afﬀeront upon ' the Law, nor 
ſpeak irrevercntly of the Prince ; for the 
Laws arc the ſecurity of our peace, and our 


pro- 
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proſperity : and the King 1s the Repre- 
ſcatative of. God's Power and Majclty ; 
ro. ſpeak evil of him, is. to blaſpheme 
Heaven--. We haye the beſt Prince, and 


| the'belt Laws; and both are to be- de- 
| fended ' from” (the evil, and ingratefull 
; treatments of malicious Adverſarics. 


Y AD \ rd i\ \*.3 P 3, © 
And that we may at laſt be quiet; 
Conſcience 1s not to be ſufferd to be 


| made a Diſguiſe for the baſeſt Purpoſes ; 


- nor thoſe men to appropriate to them- 
ſclves the __ of tender minds, 


who will ſtick at no miſchief, when they 
can doe it with impunity, -and with pro- 


| ſperous Advantages. 


Bur of all theſe things, my Lords the 
Zadges will take care ; that the Majeſty 
of the Prince be not lefſend, nor the 
Laws baffled, nor our Peace diſturb'd ; 
but that we may obey, and pray for our 
King, and all that are in Authority under 
him, that we may lead a quiet and happy 


1 Tim. 2- 
I, 1 


* Life, in all Godlineſs, and Honefly. Amen. 


F Grant, 


34: 7 ubjeion for = e-ſake, &c. 
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or 


"Grant, hank mag v'beſtech thee than 

the courſe f this World. ; may be ' 
OW, Peace POST by by Gi if Drs, 
: H4HCE, that bur ch may' Wh--\ 
fly ſerve je mn 'all Godly: 
Ft, ory Jo od C brift. 
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what is the Religion of the Church of Rome, 
1 nd how they are dealt with that diſſent from it. In 
Ottavo. 

The Critick. Written originally in Spaniſh, and 
tranſlated into Engliſh : By Paul' Ricaut, E/quire. 
In aVO. 

Hiſtory of the Charter-houſe. 1» Octavo. 

Cotton's Wonders of the Peak. In Oftavo. 

A 4a rae of the State of Ireland from the year of 
the World 1756. to the year of Chriſt 1652. Jn 
Ottayo. 

Barbett's Prattice of Phyfick , with Dr. Decker's 
Notes. In Odavo. 

Boſcobel ; or the Compleat Hiſtory of His Majeſty's 
Preſervation at Worceſter. 

The Planters Manual. 

The Exatt Conſtable. In Twelves. 
> The Reformed Monaſtery, or, the Love of Jeſus. 
* i Twelves. 

* Direttions for the Education of a Toung Prince. 
| in Twelves. 
' The Hiſtory of the Sevarites. Firſt and Second Pare. 
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